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across country to hit the Delagoa railway.
But two months went by in sluggish move-
ment before Buller joined hands with Roberts'
main body near Belfast on August 25. Though
the combined forces from Natal and Pretoria
were too strong for Botha, progress was still
slow and it was not before the end of Septem-
ber that British troops got into Kumati Poort.
iThe Boers had been hanging on to the precious
railway as long as they could, but when they
found themselves in danger of being hemmed
in against the Portuguese frontier they were
obliged to disperse. Kruger fled to Holland.
'A large amount of rolling stock and supplies
were abandoned. But Botha, with President
Steyn and his followers, had little difficulty in
escaping into the hilly and broken country
which forms the northern Transvaal, Shortly
after this Buller went home.
In November Lord Roberts handed over the
command to Kitchener and left for England to
take his seat in the War Office as Commander-
in-Chief of the British Army. He was the last
to hold this appointment, which was super-
seded in 1904 by the Army Council.